





Par’s Corner...

Where have all the POLKAS gone??? Other than the
Lagrange Street Festival and a few dances here and there
it scems to be fading away slowly here in Toledo, With
the various Catholic Churches merging or closing, the
festivals also have changed their venues considerably.
Most of the music is now geared toward a younger crowd
which prefers Rock and Roll.

But the POLKA is alive and well in Michigan with a
gusto. A group from Toledo went to the Summer Music
Fest in Frankenmuth a few weeks ago. It was a week
long event with various Polka bands performing. We
happened o go on Saturday, August 18%. Some of the
bands were The Polka Family (fabulous) from Pennsyl-
vania, Lenny Gomulka & Chicago Push from Chicago, of
course, and Henny & The Versa J's. There were a num-
ber of other bands that may be more familiar to you as
Duane Malinowski and Glass Town Sound.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Wyandotte, Michigan also
had a festival this month. A Polish Mass was said Sun-
day. Dancing was on a dance floor out in the open which
brought back memories of long ago, when we had Polka
bands playing in various parks. Remember that???

At both festivals the joy was in seeing so many young
people enjoying the Polish music. The enthusiasm was
abounding within the crowd.

I picked up a leaflet from TAPS and IMA listing many
bands, some of which I have mentioned above, that will
be playing at The Conn-Weissenberger Post throughout
the year here in Toledo. Dances are open to the public.
Hope to see you there.

More on Polish cvents:

At Ski’s Polish American Restaurant starting Monday,
September 24" and continuing then throughout October
till Qet. 22 there will be speakers who will speak on
Toledo’s Cwn Polish Community, their landmarks and
traditions.

Starting Monday, September 24" will be “The History of
“Lagrinka” , then following Monday, Oct. 1, “The His-
tory of “Kuschwantz”, Oct. 8" “The Poles and the Ameri-
can Revolutionary War”, Oct. 15% “Sharon and Chet’s
Polka Party” and last but not least Oct. 22, *The History
of the Ohio Theatre and The Lagrange Street News”.
Sounds INTERESTING!

Pat Konwinski, contributing writer

{Palfand in July - continued from page 1)

From Poznan we went on to Czestochowa, the home
of the Jasna Gora Monastery and the Black Madonna.
While aftending the evening prayer, we were able to
get a front row place at the altar where this holy pic-
ture is enshrined. This was a moving and spiritual
experience for all. After an overnight stay at the Pil-
grims House we continued on to Krakow.

One can never get tired of visiting Krakow as there is
always much to see. We did the usual stop at St
Mary’s Church to view the famous wooden altarpiece
with more than 200 carved figures, the work of the
15" century artist, Wit Stwosz. Krakow has the larg-
est medieval square in Europe and is always alive
with history, pigeons and pecple. We toured the
Wawel Castle, the Town Hall tower, the Jagiellonian
University and of course time to shop at the Sukien-
nice, Side trips were taken to Auschwitz and the
Shrine of Divine Mercy in Lagiewniki. We also en-
joyed our stay at the beautiful Turowka Hotel.

Now we go to Zakopane, the highest and southem-
most town in Poland. The main thoroughfare is lined
with countless restaurants, bars and souvenir shops.
A ride up the railway to Mount Gubalowka gave us a
panoramic view of the valley. An old wooden church
and its historic cemetery were also visited. The day
ended with dinner in a local restaurant where high-
lander musicians entertained the patrons,

Wadowice, the birthplace of John Paul I was our
next stop. There we toured the house where he was
born and the church where he was baptized. The
crowds that day were long, but we were patient and
walted our turn.

Our final stop was Wroclaw formerly known as Bres-
lau when it was part of Germany for a long time.
Much of its Germanic heritage is still visible today.
A quick walk was taken to the Cathedral of St. John
the Baptist {0 hear the 10,000 pipe organ at the start
of mass. A local guide provided an interesting com-
mentary on the city, We had time for lunch, some
shopping, an overnight stay and on to Berlin and the
flight home. An enjoyable trip ~ friendly people,
good weather and excellent food! Join us on our next
trip to Poland.

Walter Palicki, contributing writer



