





. Poznan Competes for EU Culture Capital Title

When you think of Europe as a continent with literally
hundreds of cities steeped in history, arts and cul-
tural amenities, one might not immediately turn their
sights on our sister city of Poznan for inclusion on
the list of most prestigious places.

That's about ic change as Poland's fifth largest city
competes to become the European Cultural Capital
of 2016. Regional authorities decided to join forces in
prometing Foznan for the title because the winning
city wili have the opportunity to present its cultural
offerings to all other EU member states and will alsc
receive financial aid to boost its future develocpment.

Poznatl is the administrative capital of the Greater
Poland Voivodeship. Located on the Warta River
with over 580,000 inhabitants, it is like legendary
Gniezno [the nest] is one of the oldest cities in Po-
land, making it an imporiant historical center and a
vibrant center of trade, indusiry, and education.
Poznan's cathedral is the oldest in the country, con-
taining the tombs of the first Polish rulers: Mieszko |,
Beleslaus the Brave, Mieszko H, Casimir | the Re-
storer, and others.

The annual Malta Theater festival is considered the
most characteristic cultural event of the city, but
Poznan is alse home to the world-famous boys' and
men's male voice choirs, and the Polish Theatre of
Dance, the only one of its kind in Poland. Music lov-
ers regularly come to Poznah for the Contemporary
Music Festivals and for the Henryk Wieniawski violin
and violin-making competitions, held every five
yvears. The philharmonic orchesira, the opera, the
theatres, and a great number of museums add to the
cultural richness of our sister city. Perhaps the most
famous and appreciated institution for serious histori-
ans of music is the Museum of Musical instruments,
which has one of the richest collections in Europe.

In 2016 the title will be awarded to two cilies, one of
them Spanish, the other - Polish. Poznan wili be compet-
ing against Gdarisk, northern Poland, fodz, central FPo-

land, and Torun, north-central Poland.

Each year the winner is chosen by the European
Council, which takes into account the opinion of the

European Parliament and a jury consisting of
seven renowned persons from the world of culture.

Side note: Over the centuries Poznan has been the
birthplace to many luminaries in the field of arts,
humanities and culture. The one most recogniz-
able to Americans is famous star of the silver
screen actress Lilli Palmer (1914-1986). Her Star
on the Walk of Fame is located at 7013 Hollywood
Blvd.

One in Fourteen Poles are Millionaires

There are two million millionaires in Poland accord-
ing to a recent survey. As many as 7% of all re-
spondents, i.e. one in fourteen Polish adults, think
their assets are worth more than a million ziotys.

Poles are doing it for themselves, not counting on a
miracle, but working hard instead, which results in
g rocwing a s sets”

A government survey two years ago only counted
100,000 families whose asseis were worth more
than a million zlotys.

The ubiquitous tax evasion in Poland, makes polls
more credible than official data published by the
Ministry of Finance. What's in your wallet?

Toledo Polonia Book Project

Fr. Richard Philiposki, S.Ch., with the Toledo Genea-
logical Society, is planning to have published with Arca-
dia Publishing and their “Images of America” series an
illustrated book on our Toledo Polish Communities, We
are soliciting old original {(if possible) black and white
pictures of our Lagrinka and Kuhschwantz neighbor-
hoods, churches, family events, parades, picnic and vari-
ous events. All pictures will be returned to their owners.
Those photos eventually selected wiil be acknowledged
and credited to their owners. You may drop your pic-
tures at St. Adalbert Rectory weekdays (9-12 noon and
1-7 pm.}. Be sure to have your name on the back as well
as information about the picture (names and year taken).
If all goes well, the book will be printed by end of Sum-
mer or early Fall.

For more information call 419-241-4179.




